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FOR RELEASE: 3 January 1974
FROM: Kika de la Garza
93-412
WASHINGTON, D C -- With Congress out of session this seems an appropriate time to
tell about a highly informative booklet recently pUblished as a House of Representatives
Jocument. Its title is "Our American Government. What Is It7 How does It Function7"
The contents were largely selected from a book compiled some years ago, and now brought
up to date, by my friend and Texas colleague, the Honorable Wright Patman of Texarkana,
who has served in the House longer than anybody else here.
This revised edition of "Our American Government'" contains 185 questions and answers
about democracy and its American sources, the U S Constitution, both houses of Congress,
ehe executive department, and the judiciary. Also included are listings of congressional
~nd executive department officials, chairmen of the standing committees of the House and
3enate, joint and select committees, and complete state delegations of Representatives
.nd Senators.
All the information is presented in language that is down to earth and easy to
tnderstand. I think both teachers and students of our government would find the booklet
"loth interesting and helpful. I have some copies available for distribution and will be
;lad to send them on request to residents of the 15th Congressional District. A!k for
.Our Ameri can Government."
* * * *
SIX BASIC PRINCIPLES -- The first page of "Our American Government" sets forth the
;ix basic principles on which our Constitution, the supreme law of the land, was framed.
:ere they are:
(1) It was understood that all states would be equal. The national Government
"annot give special privileges to one state.
(2) There should be three branches of government one to make the laws, another
:0 execute them, and a third to settle questions of law.
(3) All persons are equal before the law; and anyone, rich or poor, can demand the
Jrotection of the law in the exercise of his rights.
(4) The government is a government of laws, not of men. No one is above the law.
10 officer of the Government can use authority unless the Constitution or the law permits.
(6) The people can change the authority of the Government by changing the Consti-
~ution. One such change was the election of Senators by direct vote instead of by state
egislatures.
(6) The Constitution, the Acts of Congress, and the treaties of the U S are law,
':he highest in the land. The national Government is a government of the people, and not
'f the states alone. * * * *
OTHER SAMPLES -- This booklet on the U S Government brings a wide range of informat:
For example:
Eighty-six women have been elected or appointed to Congress. The first woman Membel
Jeanette Rankin, was elected to the House of Representatives in 1916, before the Nine-
teenth Amendment guaranteeq suffrage to women. Six women have chaired congressional
committees. Lenor K Sullivan is at present chairwoman of the House Merchant Marine and
Fisheries Committee, of which I am a member.
During the present Congress approximately 2,200 persons are accredited to the House
~ress, radio, and periodical galleries. Special spaces in the galleries are set aside
for these media representatives.
Around 25,000 bills and joint resolutions are introduced in the average Congress.
But in the 61st Congress (1909-1911), the number of such measures introduced in both hous
totaled 44,363, a record.
The House of Representatives has 21 standing committees as follows: Agriculture,
Appropriations, Armed Services, Banking and Currency, District of Columbia, Education and
~abor,Interior- and Insular Affairs, Internal Security, Interstate and Foreign Commerce,
Judiciary, Merchant Marine and Fisheries, Post Office and Civil Service, Public Works,
,lules, Science and Astronautics, Standards of Official Conduct, Veterans' Affairs, Ways
~nd Means, Foreign Affairs, Government Operations, House Administration.
Texans serve as chairmen of four of these committees:
ieorge H Mahon, Appropriations; Wright Patman, Banking and
3cience and Astronautics.
W R Poage, AgriCUlture;
Currency; Olin E Teague,
A select committee is one established by the House or Senate, usually for a limited
~me and generally for a strictly tempor-ary purpose. When that function has been carried
_Jt, the select cOIT~ittee automatically goes out of existence. A standing committee, on
.he other hand, is a regular, permanent unit of Congress.
Your Congressman serves on the Committee on Agriculture and the Committee on Merchant
'arine and Fisheries -- and on the follOWing sub-committees of Agriculture: I am chairmal
'f the Sub-committee on Department Operations, which has oversight jurisdiction over all
SDA activities; also on the Sub-committee on Cotton, and Conservation and Credit, ana
" the Merchant Marine Committee I serve on the follOWing SUb-committees: Fish and
:ildlife, Coast Guard and Oceanography.
* * * *
